The vital statistics for the period under review are satisfactory. The death rate is returned at 13.8 per thousand population, 1.44 less than last year. The number of births at 10,706 differs very little from the number recorded for the first six months of 1951 but is nearly 200 in excess of the figure for the corresponding period for 1950. The infant mortality rate at 43 is the lowest so far recorded in the city for the first six months of any year. This has come about partly because of the reduction in the number of deaths from diarrhoea at the younger ages.
There have been three deaths from diphtheria, which indicates how absolutely essential it is that the diphtheria immunization campaign should be relentlessly pursued, and that parents should not be allowed to become complacent with regard to this disease. There have been no deaths from scarlet fever which, although giving rise to 1,400 cases, continues to be very mild. The outbreak of whooping cough which affected over 6,000 children during the first six months of 1951 has largely subsided, only 926 cases with no deaths being recorded. There has been a sharp outbreak of measles, but prompt diagnosis and modern treatment has kept the death rate from this disease extremely low.
Thirty-nine cases of infantile paralysis were notified, and it would seem that this disease has established itself as a permanent feature of the returns. It is worthy of note, however, that the death rate has been very low, although the disability rate has necessitated the formation of an after-care scheme. The Department has now constituted a register of those disabled from this disease.
A satisfactory feature of the returns is the fall in the number of deaths from pulmonary tuberculosis which may be attributed partly to the smaller number of new cases but principally to the very much improved treatment now provided for sufferers from this disease. 
